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"VrANDAKO P0TO4 NO. 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 1 SAC, VJFO (100-15U33) 


FROM 


SUBJECT: hICKAKD WRIGHT 

s::-c 

(OCsNY) 


blC 


DATB: 3/6/58 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

nATC oliiilftft RY VCU 


2r. ?/</c;R,the passport Office^ ^pt. of State, made available the subject’s 
passport file. It indicated the subject was born 9/\x/0& at Natchez, Mss. 

The file had Thermofax copies of FBI reports by the WFO and New Yoik 

offices. 

The subject, on2/l3/58, executed an affidavit in which he admitted 
CP membership from 1932 to 1?U2. He is in Pails, France "at the present time. 
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WRIGHT, Richard 
New York City 
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Btefcrral itatmt el jhrtMitgsttat 

fiates Bejmrtmjmt of luito 

234 U. S. Court House 

Foley Square . * ' 

New York, 7, New York 


Dear Sir: 

* 


June 3, 1944 

yr: ~ r 1 fY ‘ 7 MMEtf 

1 1 I tvr ; •>' i W J 4 * 

.‘SihcJ 


Ir. connection with an investigation being con- 
ducted by this Bur 


Please refer to our file No 
when forwarding to this office: 


coopera 


is greatly 


appreciat ed, 


Very truly yours, 


Ci/ iU 

S. E. C01G0Y I 

Special Agent in Charge 


BUY 

tmirmo 

[ •TATE* 

h WAR ’ 
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AUGUST 5, 1944 EDITI Oil 


: 'jfl* 

/ It took lRcKr^ WrigktrA 

“Native Son” fame, from 193d 1 ; 
to 1944 to discover that Com - 1 
munists are “narrow-minded, 
bigoted, intolerant and fr^hU] 
ened at new ideas which don tj 
fit into their own.” He has- 
also discovered at this rate- 
date a “ lamentable regies-' 
sion” in the Reds position on 
the American Negro. Tirfe 
story is told in the Augujltl 
'■ Atlantic Monthly. Then mil-' 
itancy on the Negro has va^ 
ished, he charges. ii 

J * • * 

ALL TlUa WAS obv iou* to horn I 

**t. alert mind* from the 

si, a. «< » 'T.ifL's;! 

eminent, secretly committed to tfceB 
overthrow of American 
tlon*, the Bed* are only loyal Ho| 
Sffli and hi* Asiatic TammaagJ 
They dumped the Scott* bo roracsxi 
et whfr* it wa^ no lone*'* profit-, 
able, abandoned the " Black^jnd i 
White” film to »peed V. S. recoff 
nition and have now soft-pedaled t 
Sa"on for equal rights Because! 
it might interfere with the war ? 
effort. They have double-crossed j 
every body. 

\ * * V> - 


ssed t 

A 


«U r 





1 







V/HiStf J, &. & 




— Mr. Wland 
— Mr. Cr ow I 
— Mr. Hoyle 
— -Mr. B. Ct Brown: 
— Mr. Charters. - 
--Mr. Cr-iog 


otte of the high inftoftofthe 
munist Party staunchly defending 
Red ideology a* the only pa*gfla£s; 
political philosophy for hia rate, 
today nejsas hurling epftbg&s at 
his former Communist eomradss. 

“Bigoted! Intolerant! Jgsr- 
row- minded!,” were &itrsr of the 
choicest labels apsOed ta s9' 
Communists by the author el 
“Native Son” and ether books. 

RED S LITE A LIE. 

Wright’s abrupt about-face from 
the left to the right was revealed. 
In an article written for the 
Audist “Atlantic Monthly” under 
the title of “1 Tried to Be a Com- 


/ 00 ' W& 7 * 


-_Mr. Grr.ny illft 
-Mr. Kjrk..'and 


ALL INFORMATION C0N T A1NE0 
HEREIN IS URCLASStFlEDi;: 


Elaborating on the article 
Wright discussed why be “took 
a walk” on tfce Communist Ffcrty 
back in 1940 after discovering that 
the Reds live a lie to their ideals 
At the same time Wright ad- 
vised all members of his race to 
take a walk with him. He de- 
scribed the Common <st Party posi- 
tion on the American Negro as a 


cl mnunist called another white 
Common! it to one said sod dis* 


w£( Qffi i £ r Q& 



“lamentable regression” and .de- 
clared that the “ militancy orwthi 
Negro question has passed tntc 
the hands of right-wing Negrjes.' 

“HAVE LOT TO LEARN. * 

“I do not regard the Com- 
munists today as effective bt- 
j struments for social change.” 

! Wright said. “The Communists 
have a terrible lot to learn about 
, people. 

“Communists peculiarly are 
too much the victims of the very 
‘••och 1 ' tbey art’ trjln^ to *.h«nsc. 
This too often finds expression 
in intolerance and narrowness. 
• And I mean general intolerance 
tin an Imperious way if working. 
1 “What it amounts to is that 
[they are narrow-minded, bigot- 
Vd, intolerant and frightened el 
new ideas which don’t fit into 
their own, whether these Ideas 
are right or wrong.” 

“They tried to teH me hew 1 
should react as a Communist,’' 
he said. “But our attires were 
irreconcilable.** 

Wright got an idea of whal 
Communists think of “racial 
equality” in 1935 when he. s£- 
tended a Communist party writ- 
ers’ congress in Carnegie, wail 
Wright bad come on from fcbfc 
caLp by hitchhiking with sev^Ja] 
members of his race. 

Y ashed about fee acto g ae- 
c oAmo da t fans sad aB white 


cussed what should be dene to 

get us«t a Hut Chicago Cuu*» 

mrnrfst, housed." 

One of the white C<nananigh 


|| iwe et out and steamed 
L hyed and sweating”. to ann( 
| Bw had had no lock. . 

V I Tn going to' eaO sesteoi 
I 1 k Hf' he said, deepen. 


» “Bay, hew about a nickel for the ? 
phone?” 

[ ’ Wri ght, disgusted, resolved tq 
weep standing up on the sidewalk 

OTtil, he said r white wot an 
Communist took pity on him and 

took him to ther home where she 


/ Introduced him to her husband. 


CLIPPING- PROM /TSfe , 
N. Y. JOUPILvLrSSoS 


JQEVlABISD by n. y. division 




This information is being furnished to yea for whatever value 
it may have and a clipping from the Pittsburgh Courier* as mentioned 
above, is being enclosed .for your further information. 


SUBJECT: RICHARD WKSS v . 

SECUHTTX MATTES C 




it has come to the attention of this office that an article 
written by the above-named subject, appears in the August issue of 
th.© Atlantic Monthly magazine^ It is said that this article relates 
WRIGHT’S joining the ConmnnLst Party and his subsequent resignation 
from it. In this connection, it has also been noted that in the 
column n The World Today,” by GEORGE S. SCHUY LER , appearing in the 
August 5 , 1944 , edition of the Pittsburgh Courier, there are two ' 
paragraphs with regard to WRIGHT’S article in the Atlantic Monthly. 
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PG 

f^ritieJzes Red si 

As’tntoleraiit 

|Wrif h^, Diw^Bssing Hit Own 
Break With CtmmuabU, 
5*a v sPartyF eartNewIdees 

The Communist position on the ; 

, American Negro has undergone e j 
/ "distinct and lamentable regres- • 
•ion” >1 recent years, Richard: 
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egTo autnor aiffMWm 
ember, said here yesterday 
in describing Communists as “nar- , 
row-minded, bigoted, intolerant 
and frightened of new Ideas which j ; 
don't fit into their own." 

Mr. Wright’s remarks were 
prompted by Questions growing 
out of an article which he pas 
written for 'The Atlantic Moiih- 
.ti'‘ for August under the tiU« of 
ri Tried to Be s Communist." * , 

I Tn this article, the author of 
{'T^itive Bon" and other boobs dis- 
cusses his earliest experiences as 
a Comm uniat party mender in! 
Chicago, touching on the' prob- 
lems he faced in trying to present 1 
his own Ideas to the party. j: 

The August ‘'Atlantic Monthly" 
describes the article as the first of j 
two installments and Mr. Wright- 
■aid yesterday that ht would not]> 
{discuss the specific details of his” 
Chicago break with the Com- 
munists because these will be cov- ' 
Icred in the second .magazine ' 
{article. , 

Mr. Wright aalC that bis Com-I; 
munlst party membership covered 
fibe period, roughly, from the lstter 
part of 1132 or early 1133 to 1940 
{His early association ' with the 
Communist* in Chicago, he said 
was broken in 1937. when he war 
’ejected” from the party. 

. On the outs with the party 
bout May until August. 1937 
Aright said that he was 
imtated in New York in 1937 
maintained a relationship” 

(the party until 1940 when, he aald 
he left the party. -I 

Disc ussing what he described as 
the “lamentable regression” in the 
Communist party position on the! 
■American Negro, Mr. Wright saldj 
, that he does not know .the reason j 
[for this. 

! “TilbHcly,” he said, •Commu- 
nists will deny that there is any 1 ' 
j substantial change in their mili-j 
tancy but privately they offer any. 

/ | handy exsuse. The militancy on! 
the Negro question has passed into! 1 
the hands of right-wing Negroes.! 
(That was mot true eight years ago. I 

t ot the battles then were led 
immunists.” * 

inswer to the question sfi to 
caused the Chicago be- 

him and the Communists, 
'Mr. Wright aald: ' 

‘It was an accumulation of 
many things — not ao much a leav- ^ 
ing as an ejection over a differ 
ence* of opinion. I had fay wav 
of expressing my conception ofjB 
Negro experience in my writing. | 

1 thought it would be of value -to; 1 
them. They had their Ideas of 
how I dhoeld react as a Commu- 
nist. There was an irreconcilable 
Cap between our attitudes.”. 

Mr. Wright maid that “I da not 
xmgard the Communist* today as 
effective. Instruments for social 
c h a ng e” and observed that ‘‘the 
Communists have a terrible lot to 
team aboli. people.” 

* ’“Commu n ists.” he added- “pccul- 
lorty are too much the victims of 
the very society they are trying 
to change. This too often finds 
expression in intolerance and nar- 
rowness. I mean, general intolei- 
ance, in an Imperious way of 
working. 

"‘What U amounts to la that 
they are narrow-minded, bigoted 
intolerant and frightened of new 
Ideas which don’t fit into theii 
own. whether these Ideas are right 
or wrong.’! 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLA$SIFIEfi-2#Rff*. 
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^NDMtD FORM NO. W . „ a . a 

0j^« Memorandum • united states government 


FROM 


SAC, New York / 

John Edgar Hoover - Dire^Cor, Fede 


subject: RICHARD NATHANIEL WRI3HT 

SECURITY MATTER - C 


^DATE ^7,^l£l 

i ** r >v 3 - 10A ' 


captidneu^xi^i * r «^ 

/ \ I l* C/3 

kin view of the militant attitude of the subject toward the Negro =5 

problem, as set forth in your letter of February 26, 19US, it is believed that SC 33 
you should!/ submi t a r e pommendaii on for the preparation of a Security Index ^ 


jference is made to your letter of April 17, in the’ abo 

itter# • 


the 1 il in, Mil 




^ You may consider this letter as the Bureau's approval of such a 

recommendation and you should place a Security Index Card in your/files at 

this time# _ ^ Re 3*^1 ft j" ~ 

<-*■**,. — 


O 

IT'- — 

or c/ 

^ =r,o 




^ - r . . . 




^ ^ 6*7, /? ^ 



Jtetteral iur^att of Snueatigstion 

States B^partmont of Buattiro 
New York 7, New York 


June 18, 1946 


MEMO 


RE: RICHARD NATHANIEL BRIGHT; 

SECURITY MATTER - C 

The records of Selective Service Board #178, 44 Court Street 
Brooklyn, reflected that as of March 21, 1946, the subiect’s address was 
apartment 3E, 82 Washington Place, New York City, 

In view of this fact it is suggested that a Security Index 
Card be appropriately changed and the Bureau advised. 
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•iRD FORM NO. 84 


Office Memorandum 


New York 


from : Director, FBI 

SUBJECT: RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT j 

SECURITY MATTER - C 
Your File 100-41674 



In accordance with your recommendation, the Security Index Card 
relative to the captioned individual has been. cancelled and you are 
authorized to place your copy thereof in the investigative case file. 


100-157464 


/ 




lit#' d, ? °j ' 




Director, FBI 


February 11, 19&0 


0 


m 


blO 


l ^ 


Subject WRIGHT, according to this report, resides 
at li+ rue Monsieur le Prince, Paris 6. 

The following information was set forth in the above- 
referenced U. S* Army report i f 

"In Dec ember 1951 * JBBBI I 

stated 

Cousnunist Party wd VJli 

has been engaged in spreading communist doctrine through the 


bit 




lAj(Ll£(tT i fL, /f 5 


V" 


i 


\ r' 


Director, FBI 


February 11, 19&0 


V 


* J. - <v* 


! ’* ,1E 


I vi»! vrs Richaj>4HSTrr6HT" is the active connunist member 
thffMiXy^nd h^msae « point bf^gSultiig Kegro personnel^?/ 
iho vie« other then colonist.' *W° Walntance. of -r 

Source who had attended some meetings stated that as a ® 

they had been able to discover, the FAFG was devoting all of 
its time to very uncontrolled discussion 
were 'wrong with the US.' Sourne-stated that WRIGHT had 


were ’wrong with tne u^. • ouui-cv? 7 — . , 

boasted thft he had 'the State Department in my pocket- they 
, call me in for conferences, the fools. 

» t _ - — i I — -w 11 a Mt me 1 * ■ f.ll nP- V"; 'h 


» "In January 1952, an 

\ -then attending the University of Paris stated that in about 
YS£S or July 1950, Richard WRIGHT asked Source to Join a 
^ 'Drotest'Kroup aimed at 'forcing the employment of more of 
the ^ericfns of African ancestry' in US government jobs in 
Paris. Source told WRIGHT that it would be better to be 

certain of facts before 'going or f 1I ha ^'®°® k ®?; ltu ?? 1 , j^r 
then accused Source of having an ’Uncle Tom attitude. 

the organization tried to interfere with the 

of employment and held protest meetings at which the members 

\ disc us seethe fact that Algerians, Africans, *? d 
j were net employed in other than menial capacities in Paris. 

The above data is being furnished to the Bureau 
and the New York Office for purposes of information and 
possible interest. 

No further action is being taken in this setter 
but in the event pertinent information is re °® dv | d 
future on captioned subject, it will be furnished to the 

Bureau and NYO. 


RUC. 


A 




r~ a t *| > r. « 

uU i 
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i Richord^rig ht, Novelisf, 
Ku tfro r^f'Na five Son 7 i . 

PARIS. Nov. 30 (AP).-l-Richl work in Memphis, Term., at the 

J ard Wright^ the Negro author, ' a & e of 15. 

"filed of a heart attack Monday He did his first writing dur- 

night jing the depression under the* 

hn™ aUs P ices of the Federal Writ- 

, 6 Mississippi-born writer. | er£ Projecti firgt Chicig0 in 

a longtime Paris resident, is 1935 and then in New York in 

best known for his novels such 1937. 

as “Black Boy" and “The Out-! Mr. Wright began contribut- 
sider” dealing with the prob-< ing article5 and stories to small 

££* NeBro 

Mr.' Wright. 52. who had suf-^'^X^ 
fered recently from Intestinal Sntion 1 with *V* 

trouble, was hospitalized Satur- children" in 193p U ^ T * 
day for treatment. ; _ m 193P ‘ . 


Wright’s 


“Native Son,” published in 
1940, established him as one of 


dealt with a theme he spent a .v** o, astaolishca him as one of 
lifetime exploring. Titled “Pish- foremost American con- 
Delly,” the book traces the im - , ^ m P orar y authors, 
pact of American racial at-’ Mr. Wright was identified by 
titudes upon the Negro. : a Government investigation 

witness in 1952 as I former 


fir. Wright was born near * ltness 1952 as < former 
Nichez. Miss., on September Commumst broke kith the 
4. >908. He attended a Seventh party ’ U 


Adventist school 
aome tiut quit and* 


fan: 'Won 
cate ^ u ; - cl a t , 


'^BvJ F i £D 


Tamm 
/Orrotte 
C^w.c. J 
* Tele. 




< i 
J j 


50DEC5 




The Washington Post and 

Times Herald 

The Washington DalW tip ws 
The Evening Star Pi *T> 

New York Herald Tribune 

New York J ournal- American . 

New York Mirror. 

New York Dally News 

New York Post 

The New York Times 

The-Worker - 

The New Leader " 

The Wall Street Journal 


* f f f f „ 

lt'J - 0r IOLO 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Paris 8 , Prance 



December 7» I 960 
Director, FBI (100-157464) 
Degat, Paris ( IOO- 697 ) 
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Subject: RICHARITWRIGHT 

SM - C 


Re Paris letter 2/11/60. 


V 


«E2». %£.. 

fleeting the death of the subject at Paris on 11/26/60. /W \ 

ROC • ^""'7 . VV 

2 - Bureau (Enc . - 1 ) 

^^Paris^ 

(3) CM •/ -■ 


bn* 
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j Zttjrl /■;//<- fil'rf 7>_ 

hw faiJl 5^3- 

ih^juLM pp 30 
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87 DlC- 13 1360 


«-• r • I 


i- k > * l . 

« l t * ' i ■* • v 


6 


b&f'd&T} /? , !f£ 




By Richard 
Wright 
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Criticizes Red si 
As Intolerant 

Wright, Discussing His Own 

Break With Communists, 


•^nsinteinfid a rrfattarftte'’ wflfa 
tbs party until 1640 Then* h« fOW, 
he left tfee party. • • 
rHymudny what ha describad U 
lbs "tementsble wgresskeT in t&* 
Communist party position sn the 
Aaaerkaa Jfesna. Mr. Wti&t fakf 


that hs doss set tasow’ tfte season 

for .this. 

“FubDcIy," he said. “Commu- 
nists will deny that there is any 
substam.o.1 change in their mili- 
tancy hot privately they offer any 
The militancy on 


' The Communist t*>sition on the| 
American has undergone a 

J -distinct, and lameo.able regres- 
f stoa” tn recent years. 

$ WriabJv Negro author anafornrer 
pSrtymember, said here yesterday 
in describing Communists as “nar- 
. rntL'-m inded. bigoted, intolerant 


handy excuse, 
the Negro question has passed Into 
the hands of right-wing Negroes.. 
That was not true eight years ago. 
2£oct ef the battles then were ted 
by Communists.** 

In answer to the question aJ Co 
what caused the Chicago rift be- 
tween him and the Communl't?.! 
Mr. Wright said - j 

-•‘It was an accumulation sof 
mny things — not so much a lew- 
lik as an ejection over a diffid- 
ence of opinion. I had my w|y 
on expressing my conception »ef 


Mr. Wright said that VI do not 
.regard the Communists today a 
effective instruments for social 
change” and observed that ‘‘the 
Communists have a terrible lot to 
learn about people!” 

“Communists,” he added, “pecul- 
iarly are too much the victims of, 
the very society they are trying 
I to change. This too often finds 
! expression In intolerance and nar- 
rowness. I mean, general lntoler- 
jance, in an imperious way of 

“What It amounts to is that, 
they axe fitooTOOinded, bigoted. 
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a rdatforahh/* with. 
am pertjr «nta i*ff w*m, fir «id , 
he Jaff'tbe party. 

T K&fmerrfny Whjlt TlC described &S 

the ‘Irff/istafaLt regressi$**” to the 

rv.iwwn oil& par^f poritiocl gn the 

American Negro, Mr ^ Wright said- 


Negro Author 


Wright, Discussing ttis Own j 
BreakWith Communist*. ' 
SaysPartyFeai sNewIdeas 

r rtxe Communist position on the 

American Negro has undergone aj 
•‘distinct and lamentable regres- 1 
sion” in recent years, Richard ; 
Wright, Negro author and former | 


jb handy excuse. The militancy on I 

■ th? Negro Question has passed into I 
■j the hands of right-wing Negroes.fi 

_ That was not true eight years ago.; 
j^Most of the battles then were led | 
■by Communists.** 

Sj In answer to the ouestiaff aa to 
J|| what caused the Chicago rift be- 
gs* tween him and the Communists, 

• v ^Mr. Wright said: 

J] 'It was an accumulation of 
many thia^a—not so much a Isav- ij 
ing as aa ejection over a differ- J 1 
ence of opinion. I had my way 
of expressing my conception of! 

' Neg:o experience In my writing. 

thought it would be- of value to! 
^ them. They had ’ their ideas of 
... how. I should react as a Commu- ( 
- nist. There was an irreconcilable 
~ gap between our attitudes.” j. 

Mr. Wright said that ‘T do not 
regard the Communists today as* 

■ effective instruments for social!! 
change” and observed that “thej 
Communists have a terrible lot to I 
learn about people.’* 

“Communists,” he added, "pecul- j 
iarly are too much the victims of I 

“V fh» v,rf ir, trvinrl 


party member, said here yesterday 
in describing Communists as “nar- 
bigoted, intolerant 


row-minded, 
and frightened of new ideas which 1 
don’t fit Into their own.” 

Mr. Wright’s remarks were | 
prompted by questions growing 
out of an article which he has ; 
written for "Th e Atlant ic Month - > 
ly" for AugustTunaer' tTTe~tTTTfe ol 
yrT ed toHEEJTa | 

In tlils - article; thr author of, 
“Native Son” and other books dis- j 
cusses his earliest experiences as 
a Communist party member in : 
Chicago, touching on the prob- 
lems ha faced In trying to present 
his own ideas to the party. I 

The August “Atlantic Monthly’’ 1 ' 
[describes Uie article as the first of i 
two installments and Mr. Wright 
[said yesterday that he would not I 
j discuss the specific details of his 
Chicago break with the Com- 
munists because these will be cov- . 
ered in the second magazine 


the very society they are trying' 
to change. This too often finds 
expression in intolerance and nar- 
rowness. I mean, general intoler- 
ance, in an imperious way of 
working. «■ . 

“What It amounts to Is that 
[they are narrow-minded, bigoted, 
[intolerant and frightened of new 
ideas which don't fit into their 
1 own, whether lb am j gam axe right 
or wrong.** 


■IFORMfflON CONTAINED 
.N IS UNCLASSIHEteWj?^ 
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_ Reds All Wrong,' 
^Wright Quits 'Em, 

were it took a lone time for Richard 
ariod the Negro writer, to learn 

c 111 : his lesson. I 

Where, until recently, he was 
one of the high priests of the Com- 
*“g Imunist Party staunchly defending 
the Red Ideology as the only possible 
trick | political philosophy for his race. 

01 on 1 today he was hurling epithets at 

'his former Communist comrades. 

“Bigoted! Intolerant! Nar- 
row-minded!,* were a few of the 
choicest labels applied to all 
Communists by the author of I 
“Native Son" and other books, i 
REDS LIVE A LIE. 

Wright's atrupt about-face from' n , el , 
the left to the right was revealed 1 thgv 
I in an article written for the, oug] 
r I August “Atlantic Monthly” -under! fgn 
the title of "I Tried to Be a Com-' j unt 

munlst.” I 

Elaborating on the article 
Wright discussed why he "took Rgy. 
a walk" on the Communist Party, „. 
back in 1940 after discovering that' u ~ 
the Reds live a he to their Ideals “ op C 
ton, I 
dent c 
the M 
The 
electei 
of Ne' 


H. S 


<J'(J 7/zr/yv 


At the same time Wright ad- 
vised all members of his race to j 
take a walk with him. 

“HAVE LOT TO LEARN. 

“I do set regard the Com- 
munists today a* effective in- 
struments for social change," 

Wright said. “The Communists 
have a terrible lot to learn about 
people. 

“Communist* peculiarly are 
too much the victims of the very 
society they are trying to change. 

This too often finds expression 
in in tolerance and narrowness. 

And I mean general intolerance 
in an imperious way of working. 

“What It amounts to is that 
they are narrow-minded, bigot- 
ed, intolerant and frightened of 
new ideas which don't fit into 
their own, whether these ideas 
are right or wrong." 

Wright got an Idea of what I 
Communists think of “racial 
Kp i o 1 1 try* 1 in 1935 when he at- 
tended a Communist party writ-] 
era’ congress in Carnegie Hall. 
Wright had oome on from Chi- 
cago by hitchhiking with several j 
members of his race. 

"I asked about housing ac- 
commodations and all white 
members of the Communist 
Party looked embarrassed,” he 
said. 

One of the white Communists] Tux* 
went out and returned “frantic- 'c n d 
eyed and sweating" to announce b a e 
he had had no luck. 
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By D ANTON WALKER 

The Home Front 

General Douglas MacArthur is in line for a Cabinet 
post (probably Secretary of War) if F. D. R. feta bis 
Fourth Term. ... Vice President Wallace, due to start 
actively campaigning for Roosevelt next month, will be 
rewarded with the No. 1 food job of the world, as head 
of a commission to create a permanent United Nations 
relief setup, ... Anna Roosevelt Boettifer may become 
^ °ff> c ial s e c re- 

now, those who 
form erly ap- 
M proached Harry 

^ ° P ^ * n . * ^ or 

HS# ' vors must now 

tiger. . . . James 
jpl' 2^' 1 j Byrnes, the “As- 

dent, will quit 

y IgiSH bilization post 

Ik V liiSI after the elec- 

Jon tion and acce Pt Anna 

Hall a $100,000 job Boettiger 

with Ben Co- 
hen’s law f.rm. . . . France will get an Ambassador from 
the U. S. some time next month, and Norman Armour is 
highest on the list of candidates at present. . . . Diplo- 

matic Rumor of the Week is that Hitler has been out of 
Germany since Aug. 1, and a double will soon oblige by 
being assassinated. . . . Lloyd's of London now offers 6 to 
5 that Germany surrenders unconditionally before Oct. 31. 
# * • 

Donald Nelson's mission to China is to iron out 
differences between Allied chieftains in that s .ctor. Upon 
his t *u he v. .11 be giovmed to r*. place a prominent 
New Dealer, now out of favor. . . . Mine. Rung, wife of 
the Minister of Finance, is now the most influential lady 
in China. , . . Col. Carlos P. Romulo, Pulitzer Prize winner, 
is u.ie :o succeed Joaquin Miguel Elizalde as Resident 
Commissioner of the Philippines. . . . Judge Juvenal, 
Marchisio, who has been loaned by the local Domestic 
Relations Court to American Relief for Italy, departs for 
Rome shortly. . . . The present United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration is on the verge of liquida- 
tion. ... On the heels of the liberation of France, a new 
French Purchasing Commission will buy $200,000,000 
worth of supplies in this country. . . Another by-product 

of France’s release will be an outbreak of Broadway 
musical comedies with a Paris background. . . . Washing- 
ton has proof of secret Nazi war prisoner camps where 
thousands are held, without possibility of outside relief. 

* * V 

Sidney Hillman is due'to be given tbe air by F. D. R. 


“right after tbe elecjdon,” according to a prominent 
Chicago Democrat wbof^ entire political future depends 
on a Fourth Term. . /. Richard Wright, author of “Native 


^entire political future depends 


Son,” ha* started an uprolf Wllh his Iwo-part serial in the 
Atlantic Monthly called “1 Tried to Be a Communist,” . . * 
Pla-n' for a Federation of Catholic States of E e reperjweiik 
the okay of Stalin and Churchill, has been submitted to 
the Pope. . . . William Bullitt is said to be the unofficial 
liaison officer for communications between Vatican City 
and Moscow. . . . Dr. Floyd Black, president of the Ameri- 
can College of Istanbul, played an important role in nego- 
tiations for Bulgaria’s withdrawal from the war. . . . Brig. 
Gen. William O’Dwyer, now in Italy, notifies New York 
friends that he’ll retire from politics when his terms as 
Brooklyn District Attorney is over. . . . Lieut. Dave Hop- 
kins, son of Harry, is back here for a new assignment. 







wrtSh&s sriScSis ftar tits 

Us Monthly mtitliti, "X ^grfosfcfrfr 
Bt a ConasaxM.’’. . 

i sh edreanStog r ’tL» 

the&a articles. 

They are a con- 
glomeration of 
fr.p±l - Commun- 

$sa ’ srA ssstt* 

^zdtiaxJ, Mad- 
den behind the 
«r y._ *.I» a>.t t&2 

1 si<8 od ton the 
wggr of his crea- 
tive writing. They are also against 
the lv.tore.st of the Negro people 
and they reveal a lack of under- 
standing of bos&I prebteeM. Kffi“ 
f erring to a time when he was 
called upon to accept an assign- 
ment t5 head a committee against 
the high cost of living, Wright 
rays: 

«I 0 na fia the midst «f writing a 
nft T el and be (the Communist) 
wli>. calling me froi ,i to tabulate 
tafc p rio .2 ®f groceries. ... I 

gilt ted my teeth as the dally valae 
of pork chops was tabulated, long- 
ing to he at home with nay writ- 
ing." 

This clearly reveals Wright’s 
whole outlook and attitude. 

Wright’s shameful manner of 
writing about Negroes is disgust- 
ing and damaging to their dignity. 
He refers to his failure to organ- 
ize a theatre among Negro actors 
in Ghte ago. These actors, sens- 
ing how the dignity of Negroes 
*• fchoVd be upheld, protested 
against one play Wright submit- 
ted. Referring to this incident, 
Wn*ht ... a dcldfcat. 

of Negro men came to my office 
and took out their pocketfcnives 
and flashed them in my face." 
Wright, expressing contempt for 
these Negro actors, hides behind 
what he terms Communist in- 
spired actions against him. 

CARICATURE 

Wright caricatures Negroes, 
whether in the Communist n*ove- 
ment or outside, as if they were 
children. 

But what Wright has done is a 

bad tism to the Negro paofdi 
O b j ec ti ve^ K Is an act to feoWb 

and divert them from their best 
allies ip the labor and progressive 
/movement. If it had not been fer 
j the Communist Party and the 
progressive labor wiiait . aa£ 
the isffftancj sad &e hrtktii' 
of the Negro people, w han. 


Wright, tofe ft* uw he 
p isina aheut ttt Chlcafc-. M 

M marks* 

<8&8B3&s4' 


SS&ikbs My. Mi' 

reporter far €h» Da& 1 M 
rffwt to Hmriem to Write shout 
the problems of tike people. We 
were in the nlM at aerisagfits^^ 
-gfcartiS 

-ca Brn£'dtf*f zfis&sc&M' ’\-’. 


appreciation as aixa. 

_ I. understand tfbeg.tep. 


gW'by&Jg to eegianise tfiem. Wfc , 
wanted Wright to aid theae strb*?' * 
gfes with his writings. We sought 
to put him to writing about pork 
chops, high rents, crowded houses, 
child welfare abd relief. W fight 
was dissatisfied With this assign- 
mem . He hid it, however. But 
be complained to a number of 
people, never - to out committee 
directly, that he did not want to 
write for the Dally Worker. 

This revealed again a funda- 
j umal wemmess in Wright. Not 
having previously had direct con- 
tact with mass struggles, this work 
could have , equipped him still 
more for yeative writing, which 
the Communists did not want to 
stifle but to aid! 

Be <hd Sot understand that 
writing for the Daily Worker 
would have afforded, his* a broad 
platform to reach masses of peo- 
ple. it showed failure an his part 
to grasp the role of an artist to 
serve effectively the interest* 
of' the people by writing about 
their problems, Inspiring them 
and helping them to better pre- 
pare and organize their strug- 
gle's. 

N. Y. EXPERIENCE 

The explanation of tide weak- 
ness is that Wright never identi- 
fied himself with his people. He 
preferred to be aloof from them, 
isolated from them and left akaae 
“at home with his writing." 


JEh geJ , •hiere were certainly ' dt 
Bzashsr of ri gad ttwmt toride ri tt , 

here that could throw more light 
on Wright's charges. That is • 
why the absence of them in the^ 

two- sstidse aeeHsa so wfcr; 

me. , F 

From my knowledge I knefr 
that the cry that the Commun- 
ists tried to hold him down is nalfr 
what prompted Wright to (fat 
what he did. 

Reading Wright’s articles in 
the Atlantic Monthly, no fair- 
minded person could lay them 
aside feeling that Wright baa i 
made a case at htqwrif, unless R | 
is a rationalization of his own « 
weaknesses. A few things are j 
clear. What Wright did is like j 
making a bargain to get. bite tin j 
good graces of' those who have • 
an anti-Cocmaunist at to grind. j 
"7 Does Wright think that the J 
highest achievements of the art-- 
1st is the Westbroak Pegfcr typ*. 
of red-baiting, labor -haittog K Ne- 
gro-bsfS&a: an sati-Besaitie slaa* 
ders? 

Now we are faced with a cru- 
cial election when the Negro peo- 
ple art trying to choose between 

progress and reaction. There acw l 
people who are trying to confbiw j 
and divide the people. Wrightta i 
act fits right into tide patten*’ 

But the Negro people are discernffj 
tog and they will repudiate the® 
method* as they have done 
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Re Paris letter 6/26/58. 
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Ariy additional information coming to the attention 
of this office concerning the subject will^be forwarded to / 
the Bureau. (/ 

One extra copy of this letter is provided for trans- 
mittal to 2few York, office of origin. \j 
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Chicago. 
WRIGHT was 


>erson believed to be 
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„ ,, , . ^ ls requested that the New York Division be 

knowledge o? - co - ntact RICH *«D ^IGHT concerning h is gos^M. 
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THE NEW YORK DIVISION \ 

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

44 . . on rece *Pt oD permission from the Bureau 

interview RICHARD WRIGHT along the lines set out aW?’ 
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On February 13, 1956, RICHARD WRIGHT appeared 
before AGNES SCHNEIDER, Consul of the United States of 
America at Paris, France, being duly sworn, stated he was 
submitting the following statement as part of his appli- 
cation for a passport which he executed on February 13, 1958. 
In that statement, subject stated he was not then a member 
of the Communist Party, but had been a member of the Commu- 
nist Party from 1932 to 1942, and called attention to the 
statement he had executed at the American Embassy, Paris, 
France, on September 16, 1954* further details in that 
regard. 


The Communist Party has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450* 

/ 

On September 16, 1954 , RICHARD WRIGHT appeared be- 
fore AGNES SCHNEIDER, Consul of the United States of America 
at Paris, France, being duly sworn, furnished a statement con- 
sisting of answers to questions annexed to his statement. In 
that statement, subject identified himself as being the same 
RICHARD WRIGHT whose experiences in the communist movement 
were included in the book, ”The God That Failed.” Subject 
stated he could not fix the exact time of his joining the 
Communist Party because he was a functionary in the Communist 
Party before he actually joined the Communist Party. He 
explained that the method used by the Communist Farty in 
recruiting is of such a nature that the line or date of deter- 
mining the exact membership is very difficult. He stated 
that to the best of his recollection, the date (about 1933) 
shown in his book, "The God That Failed”, is correct. Subject 
stated that he is the RICHARD WRIGET who wrote a letter to 
the League of American Writers expressing his views on the 
Spanish Civil War, which was published in Kay, 1938, in the 
booklet, "Writers Take Sides.” 

The League of American W T riters has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 4 

jC 

"Subject stated at the time 'of writing the above- 
mentioned letter he -was a member of the Communist Party. He 
stated he is not now a member of the Communist Farty of any 
country of the world. 


- 2 - 


- 


e 73 
















communists on ? °* leading 

his introduction to and asker^h? Ch * d 8hortl y site 

application to work to^fe Office b ° “ ake a f°mal 
Ject stated he told them tL? Cm! War Information. Sub* 
since he was a publlclv knot^ ^ w ?ui d be rather difficult 
Chief of the Harlem Bureau of the 'Saily'worker?"' 1 116(1 be#1 

[j newspaper wM^^augenL^^ubUcaUon^n J^ry°^958. 


Subject stated that 
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asking him to make tMsm^e 2StbL^ at 1 * ? as doi ^ ** % 
get an application blank^^^M^«> lat should forthwith \j 
out the application b l^d^^SHT Z./j? dn 
application blank andMHBBUli^V ' ,, ke obtained the 

which at that time was a^L^ever^^ece^n 611 J^ S home ' 
and they jointly filled n ,,I %f‘fl ere fj ace > Brooklyn New York, 
the application^ref lected that he 6 £» liCati0 ?* Subject stated 
nist Party and objected to ?<* It* “ “ einber of the Commu- 
fascism, as the application °/ c °™u<nism with 

Ject was a patriotic person 5 ?»>:J ed ' < . and f ndica ted that sub- 
to the war effort Sub lent a-t-fi^a 8 ^ 0 .. 1113 ^® a con trlbution 
before a Notar£ public si bbds a PPHoation 

contents, an act which at +>,- t< bk ® truthfulness of its 

only sworn Communist in the^nited Stfte^'^i* 13 ? 3 ’ the 
took this appli cation ^^^^^^^|bes^ubjec^tatedhe 

stated^hey^ead^t^^hnfl 011 611(1 h J? ded dt to them. He 

sight, buyout of re“h about dt his . 

their comment to him was f «Y^u S ? b ^® ct stated that 

Subject stated he ret^n 4 d tn hfT\ lly ^transigeant." 
ro, .one a.j. to U.“pp5SElS Sl'Sf r a °»?ly 

SX!‘£ es SS^S* S 1 }? 1S*J > ■SSd'L 

aoout why he never heard about his annii .»n 

l & no°recolleetion of^ha 6 ? 6 ? rooklyn b Y telling him- 
an application., Sublect stateH E th 6 t Ped subject- make out such 

waftoo^en^o^^rrcoLmist ^^^ubtedS^ecided he 
in the nffio. ™ ss a communist to be sponsored for work 

chosen someone else ^less°poUtical“ d p roSnen^tr^°?he job 


